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TO: Mr. Donald C. Norseth

FBOM: Cl-ifton W. Johnson

RE: Ordering-in headgates and measuring devices.

For sorne time I have been giving consideration to scre method of takir1g
the burden off the Water Cormissicners irr the matter of requiring headgates
and measuring devices to be irrstalled, replaced or repaired. The prestnt
nethod requires the Water Conmissicner to push the State Engineer for action,
sometimes to the point nrtrere he beconps unpopular with the Water Users.
There is nothing wrong with the Water Co:rnissioners reporting the neds, but
he shoul-d not be the one to pursue the action fi.rrther.

My suggestion is to take the foll-owirrg steps in deciding need for headgates and measuring devices ard. ordering install_ation:

1. Make an appointment with the Water Users Comnittee and the Water
Commissioner to visit each diversi-on requiring lnstallation er or
replacement of distribution structures.

2. Explain to the comnittee the standards required. by the State
Engireerrs office for proper d-istribution structures.

3. Jointly declde the action to be taken or assume installation of
required devj_ces.

4- Issue orders thror:gh legal means for any distribution structures
which cannot be installed thror:gh cooperative effort within a
reasonable time.

It seems to me that there is plenty of apportunity for use of pj-ctures
and slides to compare proper and i-mproper headgates ard reasuring devices andthereby convince water users groups that definj-te improvemqrts are needed intheir systems. AIso, by this revised procedure the pressure woul-d be takenoff the Water Comn_issioner.

c.c. Mr. Wayne D. Criddle, State Engineer
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Mr. Donald C. Norseth
Distribution Engineer
403 State Capitol BIdg.
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Don: RE: Coal Creek Irrigation Company

The recent disagreement concerning deliveries of water to Coal Creek
Irigation Company on Coal Creek points out the need for an adequate measurirtg
device at their poi-nt or poilts of diversion from the strean.

Action shoul-d be taken as soon as possible to get thj-s measurirg device
in; however, (the device may be required to hand-Ie several hundred second-feet)
cnd the Iri-gation Company will need the technical assist:ince of the S.C.S.
or an engineer to properly design and instal-l this derrice.

Therefore, steps shoul-d be taken now to assume installation without rrndue
delay, drich nay cause further disagreerent.

My recommendation is that an appoiltment be arranged between officers of
the Coal- Creek Irrlgation Corpany and personnel from the State En,gineers Offlce.
Then a visit couLd be made to the point of diversion anci e:<planations made to the
Water Llsers of rd'rat is required in a measuring device at the localties and the
ti-me a]-lowed f or install-ation to be made.

I do not feel that the Water Conrnissiorer shoul-d need to pressure this
matter after it has once been brought to the attention of the State Engineer in
a Water Users Meeting (February 2L; f96O.) See encl-osed. mernorandum for
further details.

Slnc erely,

Clifton W. Johnson
District Engineer

cwJ/kJ

EncI.

g.ca M1'. Wayne D. Criddle, State Engineer


